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Abstract

Since the launch of industrial design in Taiwan, product design practices have been driven by
the force of global market and Taiwan’s economic and trade policies, corresponding mostly to the
requirements of local manufacturers. Thus, designers find it both unique and challenging to speak
through their work, which could serve as a concrete expression of their own social context and

everyday life.

Through object-oriented ontology, this study observed and selected the exhibited products
at Creative Expo Taiwan (CET), according to the multiple cultural implications of their creation,
display and discourse. Using document analysis and in-depth interviews, this paper includes four
case studies on Bubble Sofa, Tutu Stool, Plastic Classic, Riyar Light, four products that have been
showcased at CET. The findings were summarized in terms of the production, representation and
articulation of objects, which indicated the way product design has become a voice of culture in
contemporary Taiwan. In addition, this study also presented an outlook and provided insight into

the key design motifs of contemporary Taiwan.
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